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Story Ghar, in association with National Book Trust, India, organized a symposium 

titled,  ñRole of Storytelling in Development of Childò at  New Delhi World 

Book Fair on 16th January 2016. It was children pavilion at Hall no 14, Pragati  

Maidan, that saw a decent participation from invited teachers and academics. 

Walk-in audience also stayed to hear the distinguished panellists speak.  

The panel included four well-known speakers from the field of education: Ms. 

Sunisha  Ahuja, Consultant, Ministry of Human Resource Development and     

former country director, Room to Read, Mr. M.R. Mahapatra, Editor, NCCL,     

National Book Trust India, Ms.Usha Sharma, Associate Prof. NCERT and 

Jaishree  Sethi, Creative Director, Story Ghar.  
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The first speaker, Ms Sunisha Ahuja started with 

a real story, wherein she told, how her            

organisation, Room to Read provided story books 

to kids living  in a small village of    Rajasthan. 

The impact of story books was such that kids 

glued  to the idea of reading. 

With  an experience of more than 20 years in  

Development Sector , Ms. Ahuja, professed that 

stories should be told for pure fun and once    

children start enjoying, learning begins.  

 
During the open house discussion a query came 

up about the moral lessons that teachers and 

parents attach to stories. Ms Ahuja responded 

saying that each child or person has their own  

reality or    background. Interpretation or lesson 

depends on their experiences, intellect and    

view-point.  

She also spoke about the increasingly changing 

methods of approaching stories. In the age of    

digital India where kids read via handheld,      

tablets, laptops and other screens, she agreed   

saying more, the merrier. However, Ms. Ahuja  

also       accepted that reading via book has a   

different   experience which no new age method 

can beat.    

 Mr. Manas Ranjan Mahapatra, A leading     

personality  in the field of Children          

Literature and Education, shared his         

enthusiasm of      imparting quality        

education through innovative ways. Mr   

Mahapatra talked about  two      countries 

i.e. India and Greece which utilise story 

telling for kidôs development. He said 

ñstories are     capable of creating a        

different world which kids consider for real. 

And     whatever happens in that world 

leads to     biggest development in their 

lives.ò 


